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1 WISH SOMERODY'D COME.

BY J. F. Q.

" The flowers are blooming on the lawn,
The birds are singing {ree,
And everything is full of life
And happiness but me.

The flowers look strangely dull to-day,

They are shafowy as my dreams,
And very lonely seem to me
The sunlight's golden gleams.
As for the birds, I heed them noi;
They had as well be damb;
They Saunot carm e heart to-day—
I wish somebody'd come.

I've tried my books—my musie teo,
I've tried it o’er and o'er.

But, psha! I cannot see my notes,
My eves keep wandering so,

Unanswered notes before me lie,
I'll count them—one, two. three;

And here are letters waiting, o,
Bat what are they 0 me?

My hooks are stale—my music sounds
Diccordant asa drum,

My voice is very bad to<day,
Twish somebody’d eome.

The sun is seiting in the West,
And twilightdeepens now,

And night comes forth, an ebon ueen,
With jew«ls on her hrow,

The cat 1= slecping on the heavth.
The bell lias rung for tea,

And not one living soul has came,
What can the matier hi?

The dav is gone. the night comes on
And 1 will look no more—

There! Betty, don’t you hear the bell?
Somebody’s at the door!
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I've known him ok

That old tvpo. ben and a
Boy and man;

T ime was when step elate

Distigenished his gait,

And his form was tall and straigl,
We now scan.
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I've marked him, day by day,

As Le passed along the way
To his toil:

He's labored okt and mnin,
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And hape was bright At first,
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He nc'er was veckhoned bad,

3ut T've seen him smile right glad
Atr “leaded”

While a dark amd lowering frown

Would spread bis fentares raund.

Wherne virtue’s praises did sound.
If "twer dlpge””

wWoes,

A

Long yvears he's lnbored on,
Anid the hues are gone
From his «kyv;
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wis are s hours,
For othors are lus powers—
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Fluti s il}'.
Yoom mAy soc hint, nigt
By the lamp's duall d;
" Standing there;
With cobweb ecartaing spread
15 festoons o'er his hend,
That sooty showera shed
In ius hair,

it e mizht,
vamy hghit,

And when the waning moon
Proclimsof night the nom,
If you roam,
You may see him weak, and (rail,
In motion like the snail,
Wending home.

His form by vears is bent,
To his liawr a tinge is lent
Sadly gray,
And his teeth have long decayed,
And bis eyes their trust betrayed —
Great havoe time has made
With his elay!

Bat soon will come the dav
When his form will pass away
From our view.
And the spot shall know na more
The sorrows that he bore,
Or the di.“.-’lpuil‘l!m&nt_s sOre
That he knew.

IMPUDENCE.

With whiskers thick upon my face
I went my fair 1o sce;

Shea old me she could never love
A bear-faced chap hike me.

I shaved them clean. then called
And thought my troubles o'er;

Bhe laughed outright and said I was
More Aara faced than befora'

again,

} THE UVWELCOME PASSENGER.

A cold winler's pight found a stage
load of us gathered about a warm fire of
a tavern bar room in a New England vil-
luge. Shortly after we arrived a  pedler
drove up, and ordered that his horse
shouid be stabled for the night. After
we had eaten supper we repaired to the
har room, as soon as the ice was broken
the conversation flowed freely. Several
aner dotes had beon relared, and finally
the peddler was asked to give usa story,
as men of his I','mf'essian were g«-nur;tli_\'
full of adventure and anecidote.  He was
‘g <hort thick-set man, somewhat aboul
forty years of age, and gave evidence of
great physieal strength. He gave his
pame as Lemuel Vieny, and his  home
was i Dover, New Hampshire.

“Well, gentlemen,”” he commenced,
knocking the ashes from his pipe and put-
ting it in his pocket,*suppose 1 tell you
aboui the last thing of any consequence
that happened tom-?  You se¢ that L am
right now from the far West, and on my
way home for winter gquarters. It was
about two months ago, one pleasant even
myg, that 1 pulled up st the door of a
smnll village tavern, m Hanceck County,
[miliana, 1 said “twas pleasant—I mean
twas warm, but it was elondy, and likely
o be very dark.  1awent in and ealled
for snpper and had my herse taken care
and after 1 had eaten I snvdown in the
It began 1o rain about vighn
o'clock, and for A while it poured down
good, and it was awiul dark
doors,

“Now I wanted 1o be 1n Jackson earls

bar-room.
out of
the next morning. for 1 expeeted a loud

coods tnere for me;, which I intended
‘o dispose of o MY Wiy The
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desesipaan 08 bis person. afd the niam
oy e atswered very wellto i In
fasi it was perleer,  He was 4 fall. well-
tormed man, rather slight in frime, ’ad

bud the nppearance of 4 gentleman, save
thar his face bore those hard, evuel marks
sorvine man eannol mistoke
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“When | went up (o my chamber T as

kod the Lindlord who that man was dis-

mddividusl,  Tle
Hes had ¢

dEspnasg

crthine the  stuspieious

satd he did not know ham.
!iv'r‘r that &iternoon. and intended to leave
samreiitoe during the next day.  The host
sshedd e why 1 wished to know, and 1
sunply t 14 him that the man's eonnten-
ater was fanuliar, snd 1 merely wished
know if 1 was ever aequainted  with him.
| vesolvinl not to ey the nadlord inte (e

mo

secret, but 13 hurry on W Jackson, anid
there give isformstion o the shepff, and
perhaps e might reach the mn before the
villian fefy, for I had no doabt with rezand
to Iis adentity, -

“I hnd an alarm watch, and set it (o
sive e alarmy at one o'clock, T went 1o
sleep. T was aroused at the proper time,
and immediately got ap and dressed my-
self. When 1 reashed the vard 1 found
the elonds had all passed awav, and the
moon was shining brighily.  The hostler
was easily aronsed and by two o'clock |
was on the road.  The mud was aim-p and
my horse could not travel very sy, vet
it strack me the beast made more work
than thers was any need of, for the enrt
was entively empty.

“However, on we went, and in the
covrse of Ball an hour 1 was clear of the
vitllage, Al a short distance alend lay o
large track of forest, mostly of great pines,

Ihe road fed direetly throngh this wood,

and as near as [ can vemember, the dis

tance was about twelve miles. Yet the

mocn was an the eéast, and the road ran
nearly  westt T should have light enough.
L had entered the wood, and had gone
thout half a mile, when my wagon wheels

settlod, with hamp and jerk, into 2 decp

hole I uttered an exclamation of aston-

ishment, but that was not all.

| another
Songe.

“What could it be? I looked quietly

-

see nothing. Y

1 heard

exclamation from  another

around, but could et 1

As the hind wheels cams up, I heard
something besides the jerk of the hole.

to the other of my wagon, and I eould al

ment,

[t was simply a man in
cart!

y

U el puzzlm‘].
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would have asked me for a ride.

so feel the jar oceasioned by the move- |

-

'next Idea was that somebody had got in
'there to sleep; but this passed away as
quickly as it came, for no man wounld
have broken into my eart for that purpose.
And that thought gontlemen, opened my
leyes. Whoever was there had broken
m.

“My next thoughts were of Mr. Dick
Hardhead. He had heard me say that
my load was all sold out, and of course
he supposed I had some money with me,
In this he was right, for I had ever two
thousand dollars.  Talso thought he cith-
er meant to leave the cart when he sup-

knew the sound I heard was close to me commenced to holler woa 1o the harse, jole

I heard something tumble from one side thereins firmly, and kept poking the beast fuli insulted

cleaning down some stage horses.
“Well, old feller,” suid I, as 1 got

down and went round back of the wagon

“yom've had a good ride, haven't you?"’
“Who are you?” be cried— and he

guostion.
“I'm the man you tried to shoot,” I
told him.
“Where am I7—let me out!” he yell-
ed
' Look here,” eaid T, “we've come to a
sale stopping place, and mind ye, I've

of obtaining u ride; but I soon gave this|four-barrel factory, that siande at the|earved work comes in fashion, vou'il Le | anid Jobnson ke
up, for I knew that any decen’ won eage of Jackeonville, ard o e nunutes|the handsomest man I éver put niy ovesi time, yont freo, simply  sgrocionr
My more I hauled up i front ot the tavern, on.”

and found a couple of men in the barn |

A Rich Scene.

A FEw days since 1 chianeed tostumble
on an auction sale of damaged dry goods
1w‘herc the bids were spirited, ena the lnrge
|er0wd of males and femsles yieing with
each otherin theiroffers, when n paiy of

kind o’ swore a litile too as hie asked the blankets were put up, and a dozen buds

{were made for them. The puzzled auctio-

neer, however, eaught by the highest,
| which was, I think, & dollar, from & fo-
| m il who seemed detormined to havethem
| AT :nn_v pticeq w'na:n. are he could snv O D
in__:." amule volce erted our dollar 61 _\'
from 1l "F‘!-“-‘“EZ-‘ side of the room
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posed I had reached a safe place, and gel a revolver ready lor ye the moment  “Two doblurs,” eclioed the woman, el- 1‘. .I_'..;'c.. ',-' .lt n oen .I. -
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“Now Luever made st a pant o brag thom to runand ronse the shentf, and tell iro with the goods. Sudk 10 36late: e Brugterediin s falt i
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hotse was now knec-doep in mud, and 1 U cnng and two other men with him. 1 “Twa fifty,"" nodded the man ¥ e e <y
knew I could slip off without noise  Sol I told bim the swhele story in a few words “Thank ye, sir. Going st two fifiz."’ s :1 & leling
drew my revolver. Inever trave! in that exhibited the lund-bills T had for him.| “Threel™ screamed the woman. - ) et oaitll naiin
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